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A beautifully illustrated look at the forces that help cities growâ€•and eventually cause their

destructionâ€•told through the stories of the great civilizations of ancient America. You may think you

know all of the American cities. But did you know that long before New York, Chicago, Los Angeles,

or Boston ever appeared on the mapâ€•thousands of years before Europeans first colonized North

Americaâ€•other cities were here? They grew up, fourished, and eventually disappeared in the same

places that modern cities like St. Louis and Mexico City would later appear. In the pages of this

book, you'll find the astonishing story of how they grew from small settlements to booming city

centersâ€•and then crumbled into ruins.
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A fairly interesting read if you can pull through the story like chapters. The author asks questions

and speculates, and often confers some very interesting pieces of information. But the wordy

non-descript text, unbroken by sidebars and information boxes, blends boringly with the black and

white, sometimes confusingly drawn, illustrations. It is informative, and it is interesting, but the

pictures are too avant-garde for the intended age group (upper elementary), and again, the

prose-like text will not hold it's audience's attention.
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